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[N.B-The figures in the right margin indicate full marks.] 

Read the following passage and answer the questions following it 

21 February is a memorable day in our national history. We observe the day every year as 

International Mother Language Day. The day is a national holiday. On this day, we pay tribute to the 

martyrs who laid down their lives to establish Bangla as a state language in undivided Pakistan in 1952. 

This is known as the Language Movement. The seed of the Language Movement was Sown on 21 

March 1948 when Mohammad Ali Zinnah, the then Governor General of Pakistan, at a public meeting 

in Dhaka declared that Urdu would be the only official language of Pakistan. The declaration raised a 

storm of protest in the eastern part of the country. The protest continued non-stop, gathering 

momentum day by day. It turned into a movement and reached its climax in 1952. The government 

outlawed all sorts of public meetings and rallies to prevent it. The students of Dhaka University defied 

the law and they brought out a peaceful protest procession on 21 February 1952. When the procession 

reached near Dhaka Medical College, the police opened fire on the students, killing Salam, Rafiq, 

Barkat and Jabbar. This enkindled the sparks of independent movement of Bangladesh. 

21 February has been observed as Shaheed Dibosh every year throughout the country in 

remembrance of the martyrs of language movement of 1952. The occasion begins at the early hours of 

the day with mourning songs that recall the supreme sacrifices of our language martyrs. People wear 

black badges and go to the Shaheed Minar barefoot in procession, singing mourning songs. They place 

wreaths at the Minar. Many of them visit the graves of the martyrs at Azimpur graveyard and pray for 

them. They also attend various programmes organised in remembrance of the language martyrs. The 

UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation) on 17 November in 1999 

proclaimed February 21 as the International Mother Language Day in recognition of the sacrifices of 

the martyrs for the rightful place of Bangla. The day is now annually observed worldwide to promote 

awareness of linguistic and cultural diversity and multilingualism. 

1. Choose the correct answer from the alternatives.                                                                           1x10=10 

(a)  The word  ' outlaw’ refers to _______________ 

    i. decriminalize       ii. to place under ban or restriction  

    iii. to remove from illegal way   iv. to make legal way 

 (b) Which statement of the following is correct? 

    i. 21 February is a national day.       
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    ii. 21 February is observed to pay homage to the intellectual people       

    iii. 26 March is observed internationally                   

    iv. None of them   

c) The climax of something is its ___________________ 

    i) final stage    ii) downfall   iii) reward    iv) punishment  

 (d)  21 February is a memorable day for all Bangladeshis because this is the day when ________ 

    i)Urdu was declared as the only state language of Pakistan    

   ii) we pay tribute to martyres of Liberation War   

   iii) some great people laid down their lives to establish Bangla as a state language    

   iv) students protested against Mohammed Ali Jinnah’s declaration  

 (e)  What does the expression ‘a storm of protest’ reveal? 

    i) intense contest   ii) moderate demand  iii) intense opposition   iv) moderate opposition  

 (f)  What is the purpose the author of this passage? 

    i) to highlight the brutal killing of the soldiers of the then East Pakistan   

   ii) to state the importance of Independence Day   

   iii) to portray the brutal characteristics of Mohammed Ali Jinnah   

   iv) to sketch the significance of International Mother Language Day  

 (g)  “ Urdu would be the state language of Pakistan.” What does it signify? 

    i) the Pakistanis would speak Urdu    ii) Offices would use Urdu   

   iii) All activities of the state would run in Urdu    iv) none of them  

 (h) What does „black badge’ symbolize?  

    i) sadness    ii) disrespect    iii) joy     iv) courage  

i) The phrase ‘ as a result ‘ means _____________ 

    i) by dint of    ii) as a consequence    iii) as a preparation   iv) as a whole  

j) Today 21 February is observed ____________________ 

    i) all over Bangladesh     ii) in Bangladesh & India    

     iii) all over the world      iv) a few countries of the world  
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Read the passage below and answer the following question: 

26 March, our Independence Day, is the biggest state festival. The day is celebrated every year in the 

country with great enthusiasm and fervour. It is a national holiday. All offices, educational institutions, 

shops and factories remain closed on this day. The day begins with 31 gunshots.  Early in the morning 

the President and the Prime Minister on behalf of the nation place floral wreaths at the National 

Musolium at Savar. Then diplomats, political parties, social and cultural organisations, and freedom 

fighters pay homage to the martyrs. People from all walks of life also come there with rallies and 

processions. There are several cultural programmes throughout the day highlighting the heroic 

struggle and sacrifice in 1971. 

2. Fill in the blanks with suitable words                                                                                       1x5=5 

26 March, our Independence Day is the biggest state (a)_______. This day bears  a great 

testimony for the Bangalee nation. On the day we (b)_______ floral wreaths at the National 

Mausoleum at Savar. People from all walks of life also (c)______ there with rallies and 

processions. The educational institutions also (d)______ their individual programmes. The 

President, the Prime Minister and all respected people of the country (e) ______ wreaths at 

the National Mausoleum at Saver.  

Read the passage and complete the table below with information from the passage (4-5). 
George Washington was the first President of the U.S.A. He was born in 1732 in Virginia. His family 
used to cultivate tobacco in their estate in Virginia. When he was twenty years old. he took over these 
estates and lived a comfortable life. In 1752, France and Britain started war. Then he left his estates 
and joined the English forces. He soon made a good name for himself as a brilliant officer. In 1773, the 
unpleasant incident known as Boston Tea Party took place between the Americans and British. 
Thirteen colonies joined into a Congress in 1774. In 1775, some English troops were attacked and a 
war broke. In 1776, the colonies formally declared themselves independent. Peace treaty was signed 
between America and Britain in 1783. When England and France made peace, he went to his home of 
Virginia to live happily. In 1789, Washington became the first President of the United States. 
3. Read the passage again. Now, complete the table with relevant information from the text.        1x6=6   

Who/What Event Year Place 

George Washington (i) ……. in 1732   in Virginia 

French and British started a war in 1752 (ii) ………. 

Boston Tea Party unpleasant incident (iii) …….. in America and Britain  

(iv) ………. declared independence in 1776 in America 

Washington (v)  in 1789 (vi)……. 

4. Summarize the above passage in no more than 90 words.                                                                         10 

5. Write a paragraph on Your school library                      14 

 


